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I dunno, this one is only like 55 pages long,
do you really need a table of contents for it?






HOPE IT'S
AH GEEZ. L'Pd NOT SOME KIND

IT'S SO HOT/ -.
YOU GOT SOME OF WEIRD MAGIC

KINDA FEVER OR
SOMETHIN' TIZ2?

FEVER.

MS. TALORA,
PLEASE KINDLY DIRECT
YOURSELF TO THE
UPSTAIRS FACIL...

<% CHARTERIO
' ST A iTie
S M?;uuoeaswomﬁ
oo f\
\,_\v/ ‘\\“& AHEAD.

e

MIND |F T JUMP OUT IT IN EMBARRASSMENT?




THIS!

GODDAMN!
THIS THING ALWAYS
GETS STUCK. I THINK
IT WAS PAINTED
CLOSED.

COME ON.

WE'RE NOT TEENAGERS.
YOU'D KNOW, I'D KNOW.
THERE'D AT LEASTBE A
SMELL.

I AM SORRY.
I DID NOT INTEND
TO SHARE A BED
WITH YOU.

AS FRIENDS/

IT'S NO BIG
DEAL. WE JUST
SPOONED.

WE DIDN'T HAVE
SEX. I DON'T THINK WE
MADE OUT. HELL, I DON'T
EVEN KNOW IF YOUR
PEOPLE KISS.

YOU ARE
QUITE CONFIDENT
WE DID NOT.

OH!
YES!

A WORSE
ONE.

YES, YES.
I SUPPOSE
SO.
TISL'S ROOM
GETS TOO MUCH SUN.
THIS ROOM ALREADY
HAD WINDOWS, SC WE
JUST HAD TO TAKE THE
SHELVES DOWN.

ESPECIALLY
AS THIS ROOM
HAS VERY POOR
VENTILATION.

IT
DOESN'T
HAVE ANY/

THIS WAS A

WALK-IN CLOSET

UNTIL A FEW
MONTHS AGO.

NOW THAT
YOU SAY IT ALOUD,
YOU CANTELL.

YOU ARE
CHANGING THE
SUBJECT TO ONE
THAT I FIND MORE
INTERESTING TO
AVOID DIs-
COMFORT.

WE CAN DISCUSS THE VENTILATORY PROBLEMS OF YOUR ROOM AT A LATER POINT IN TIME.




IT SMELLS
LIKEA ZOO
AND FEELS LIKE IT'S
150 DEGREES
IN HERE.

THERE'RE MANY
NON-SEXY REASONS
FOR THAT.

WHY'SIT
ALWAYS GOTTA
BE THE UNSEXY

REASONS?

SO ARE YOU
GOING TO DO IT, OR
SHOULD T LEAVE?

NO, AND
PROBABLY.

—

A BAD TIME FOR TISL?
IMPOSSIBLE!




WHAT'D
YOU LIKE FOR
BREAKFAST?

CORNED
BEETLE HASH WOULD
BE NICE.

WANNA
TRY ITWITH A
FRIED EGG
ONTOP? SURE. A

POULTRY EGG IF
POSSIBLE.

YOUR KITCHEN
IS SO SMALL.

THIS IS THE
MOST COUNTER
SPACE I'VE HAD IN
TWO DECADES.

WHAT DO
YOU WANT, MS.
ASHWOOD?

MAKING
THAT SMELLS )
WONDERFUL. THAT'S A MUFFINS QUIETLY

RELIEF. HAS BEEN A
NIGHTMARE.

THE ENTIRE SURFACE OF THE EARTH COULD BE YOUR KITCHEN AND YOU'D STILL NOT BE ABLE TO FIND A
PLACE TO PUT YOUR CUTTING BOARD WITHOUT HAVING TO SEND A BUNCH OF STUFF TO THE MOON.



I KNOW
YOU LIKE SHELLEY,
SO YOU SHOULD
DATE HER.

YOU HAVE MY
PERMISSION.

MY CIRCUMSTANCES
ARE VERY DIFFERENT FROM YOUR'S
AND I CANNOT DATE WHOM-

WHY ARE YOU NAKED

OH, RIGHT,

SO IF T PHASE
THROUGH MATTER
WEARING CLOTHES THE
DYE RUBS OFF ON THE
WALL, AND IT SLOWLY
TURNS CLOTHES

I KNOW SHE'S
STILL HOPING THIS

LOOK, HER
CIRCUMSTANCES ARE
VERY DIFFERENT THAN MINE,
AND SHE PROBABLY CAN'T
DATE WHOEVER
SHE WANTS.

I DUNNO?
MAYBE HER PEOPLE
SLEEP IN CRIBS?

MAYBE SHE'S
TRYING TO AVOID
WHOLE THING IS SUPER MAKING ANY REAL

SHORT-TERM. ‘ CONNECTIONS.
PSSH.
YOU THINK HER
BROTHER IS GONNA
ADMIT HE'S WRONG
IN A MONTH?
TRY NEVER.

OK, BUT
YOU SAID SHE
WAS ON THE

INSIDE?

MAYBE?
SHE WAS SLEEPING
IN THE TUB.



IAMABIT
RELIEVED, BUT YOU
MUST KNOW - THERE
IS MORE TO THIS THAN
YOU THINK.

TO
EVERYTHING,
REALLY.

THERE!
HAPPY?

I USED
A DOOR. LIKE

IT MAY NOT
SEEM LIKE IT TO YOU,
BUT T STILL FEEL THESE
PRESSURES, AND
ALWAYS WILL.

I CANNOT
BE "TRICKED OUT
OF" FEELING
THIS WAY.

LIFE HERE
IS NOT A FAIRY'S
TALE FOR ME.

ITIS HOW
T WAS RAISED. HOW

T LIVED. IT IS A PART OF

ME. FOREVER.

I HAD A LIFE.
I WAS DOING THINGS.
I KNEW PEOPLE.

T HAD OBLIGATIONS.
I HAD PROJECTS.

I WAS NOT
SLEEPING ON A BIG
PILE OF DIRT FOR
200 YEARS.

HEY, SORRY. I
COULDN'T WAIT FOR COFFEE

SO I TOOK SOME OF THE
STUFF IN THE FRIDGE.

THAT'S
CONCENTRATE. YOU'RE
SUPPOSED TO ADD
WATER.

NO, THIS IS
COMPLEX. LOTS OF
PARTS IN MOTION, WORKING
WITH AND AGAINST
ONE ANOTHER.

MAYBE YOU'RE
OVERCOMPLICATING
THINGS? HOW
ABOUT THAT?

I WAS
HOPING THAT'D
TRICK YOU
INTO FEELING
BETTER.

ITWAS INA
BIG PILE OF DIRT, SO
IT'S DIFFERENT, BUT ALSO
YOU DO LIKE SHELLEY,
DON'T YOU?

I AMNOT
ANSWERING THAT.
IT DOES NOT
MATTER.

NO IT IS NOT!
T AMNOTIN A VERY
FUN MOOD/

GUESS THAT'S
WHY I CAN FEEL
MY BLOOD.

"OH, SO JUST BECAUSE 'S MORE LIKE YOUR ENTIRE WORLD CAME TO AN END THAN BEING ON A
VACATION, YOU CAN'T SLEEP WITH MY GIRLFRIEND??? RUDE."



WHY DO YOU
CARE? YOU HAVE BEEN
ADERSARIAL TO ME SINCE THE
MOMENT I ARRIVED.

I HAVEN'T HAD A
LOT OF PEOPLE TREAT ME
LIKE A PERSON, MUCH LESS
A PRINCESS...

T WASN'T
PRESENTING AS
A HUMAN WHEN ME
AND SHELLEY MET.
I WASN'T EVEN
SWEETENING MY
PERSONALITY. IT
DIDN'T MATTER
TO HER.

I CANBE
MYSELF, AND SHE
STILL TREATS ME

NICE. BECAUSE SHE

WANTS TO, BECAUSE,

FORHER, IT'S A

GOOD THING

TO DO.

NO,

MEAN.  TRYING TO
HELP IN YOUR
OWN WAY.

I HAVE
MUCH TO DO
TODAY. T MUST EAT,
CHECK ON BOUDROIT,
AND ARRANGE SEVERAL

TONS OF
FURNITURE

THANK YOU
FOR ATTEMPTING
TO CHEER ME UP, IF
THAT IS WHAT THIS
WAS SUPPOSED

I'M DEFINITELY

NO PRINCESS. EVENIF I

PRESENT AS HUMAN,
IT'S PRETTY OBVIOUS
THAT T AIN'T ONE.

I LIVED
THROUGH WITCH-
TIMES, AND I SAW THE
THE FLAME END OF A
BEING BURNED TORCH PLENTY.

ALIVE? IT HURTS,
EMOTIONALLY.

AND IF YOU SLEEP
WITH HER, THEN THAT MEANS SHE'S
NOT JUST HORNY FOR WEIRDOES,
BUT THAT I AM COOL AND
GOOD AND HOT.

OF COURSE YOU
CAN MAKE ME SLEEPING
WITH YOUR GIRLFRIEND
ABOUT YOU.

I'M NEW
TO THIS. HOW'D

IDO?
YOU DID

FINE.

THAVE A LOT
TO THINK ABOUT. T WILL SURE!

LET YOU KNOW IF T NEED T AIN'T DOIN'

YOUR ASSISSTANCE. NOTHIN'
ELSE.

CREATURE: COMFORTED
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CONSIDERING
DOING IT
WITH YOU?

WISTARE GRABBED
HER FOOD IN A HUFF AND
DASHED DOWNSTAIRS.
WHAT HAPPENED?

YEAH,
HOW'D IT GO?
YOU TWO

YET. SHE'S
"CONSIDERING
THINGS"

SPRY...YOU
DON'T DRINK. WHY

ARE YOU THE ONLY 'CAUSE HE

DANCED FOR FIVE
HOURS AND
DRANK ONE DIET I GAVE YOU
TWO GLASSES
OF WATER!

I DON'T LIKE
HOW THE WATER TASTES
AT YOUR HOUSE.




I SWEAR,
I THOUGHT I WAS
GONNA MELT WHEN
I CAME IN.

ENOUGH
ABOUT ME...

I CAN'T
REMEMBER.

I WAS AT LEAST

HALF-ASLEEP.

I STILL
WONDER WHEN
SHE CLIMBED IN.
WHETHER YOU
OFFERED OR
WHAT.

C'MON, SHELLEY!
THERE'S ALMOST NEVER FUN
DRAMA AROUND YOU! LET
US REVEL IN IT.

OH HEY,
TISL, HOW DID NOT
SLEEPING GO FOR
YOU TWO?

NEVER MIND,
I'VE ALREADY
MOVED ON.

IT DIDN'T/ I SPENT MOST OF

SO I SUPPOSE

THEY PASSED OUT THE THE NIGHT LOOKING ‘
SECOND THEY HIT MY BED. UP STUFF ABOUT Y&U Aﬁ% g)PJ\RYY?loNGT
DIDN'T EVEN MOVE MY JUKEBOXES. e EITHERNp HIN

CLOTHES OUT OF THE WAY. :

THEY WOKE UP AN
HOUR AGO.

SOMETIMES
T WIND UP PASSING

OUT FOR LIKE
SIX HOURS.

OH, PLEASE/

OUR SEX
LIFE IS BETWEEN
US, GOD, AND ALL
MY SOCIAL MEDIA
FOLLOWERS.

JESSICA...
THAT'S SLEEP.
EVERYONE
DOES THAT.

WHAT COULD YOU

WAIT, HOLD ON, POSSIBLY SPEND EIGHT HOURS
I DON'T CARE ABOUT LOOKING UP ABOUT
SEX ANYMORE.

JUKEBOXES?

YOU BOX T
AND IT JUKES!
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JESSICA MENTIONED

FOR THE TECH STUFF, T THE CASING
THEM AS A POSSIBLE MEANS COULD USE JUNK WE HAVE LYING COULD BE ALMOST
OF GIVING ME A DIGESTIBLE AROUND THE HOUSE. FULLY MECHANICAL -

AMOUNT OF SONGS TO FROM THE BUTTONS TO

DEAL WITH AT A TIME. OLD PHONES, THE COIN DROP.
> CHRISTMAS LIGHTS,
WHEN T 7 E-READERS, WHAT
LOOKED THEM HAVE YOU.
UP, I GOT CURIOUS
ABOUT HOW MANY
OF THE MECHANISMS I :;g,li‘:g,g
I COULD FASHION CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
OUT OF WOOD. AND E-READER.
A LOT OF THEM/!
*~

I ALREADY

PROGRAMMED THE WHOLE
RELAY SYSTEM, DISPLAY, AND
SET-UP FOR SONGS/

IT HOLDS FOUR
PLAYLISTS OF 60 SONGS,
ONE PLAYLIST YOU CAN CHANGE
EVERY WEEK, ONE EVERY MONTH
ONE EVERY SEASON, AND
ONE EVERY YEAR.

FOR USER
FEEDBACK. IT'S
GONNA TAKE
PENNIES.

USE NICKLES.
THEY'LL MAKE A
MORE SATISFYING
SOUND.

T LEARNED WHY BOTHER?
KOTLIN TO DO sweetie. That's I'M LEAVING AN OLD LAPTOP THAT HAS FIVE
THIS! IN ONE very cool THOUSAND SONGS ON IT. YOUR PHONE HAS
NIGHT/ ’ ROOM FOR TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SONGS.
WHY NOT USE ONE OF THOSE?

NO ONE'S
REACTING?

IT WAS AN
IMPRESSIVE THING FOR

ME TO DO.

BECAUSE!

) THOSE/
SARENT/

N5 FIN!
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NO BOOK,
TAPE, BOARD
GAME, OR MODEL |
TRAIN ARE WHERE
THEY SHOULD
BE.

I MUST HAVE
PUT MY BEDDING
IN WITH MY
CLOTHES.

I SUPPOSE
I CAN SLEEP ON A
BARE MATTRESS
ONE NIGHT.

BESIDES
MY MOM'S OLD WRITING
DESK, NONE OF MY FURNITURE
REMAINS IN MY STORAGE
CORRIDOR.

WHY WERE
THERE SO MANY
DOORS?

I LOATHE
1 TO IMAGINE WHAT
A SHE MAY ASK IN
RETURN.
PERHAPS

YOU CAN ASK
FOR ME?

HAVING EMOTIONAL LABOR DELEGATED TO HIM?
BOUDROIT REALLY /S A REAL PET/
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MAYBE THERE WERE
A COUPLE CLUNKERS, BUT
OTHERWISE IT WAS FIVE HOURS
OF NON-STOP EYE-OPENING
MUSICAL MAGIC/

SERIOUSLY?
OR ARE YOU BEING
IRONIC?

COME ON, YOU
. YOUR REASONING
CAN'T IRONICALLY LIKE  ~an BE IRONIC, BUT IF

SOMETHING. YOU LIKE SOMETHING
YOU STILL LIKEIT.

IT'STOO
EARLY TO HAVE THIS
CONVERSATION

T HAVEN'T HAD
ACCESS TO MUSIC IN
OVER A CENTURY - THE
BUSIEST CENTURY/

OK, THEN I NEED
TO MAKE YOU A MIX
OF REAL MUSIC.

GREAT. JUST WHAT \H
SHE NEEDS, A TEN HOUR
MIX OF TOM WAITS AND
ANIME OPENINGS.

IDON'T 4
KNOW ENOUGH
ABOUT MUSIC TO
LIKE ANY OF IT SRR
IRONICALLY.
Ca :
e

WELL, T MEAN,
THERE'D BE SOME MOUNTAIN GOATS
AND THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS, TOO.
MAYBE SOME IRON AND WINE.
THE SILVER JEWS, PAVEMENT

£ DU, HAVE ¥R WA T BLATLLS YT

WOW! PERHAPS THERE
COULD BE A BOX WE ALL PUT
SONGS INTO AND CHOOSE WHICH
TO LISTEN TO, TOGETHER.
WAIT A SECOND...

e POVBIERS
WEER,
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DO YOU KNOW
WHERE TISL'S GONE
OFF TO?

SHE'S IN THE
BASEMENT. WISTARE

WANTED TO ASK
ABOUT FURNITURE
OR SOMETHING.

THAT CLASS
SET-UP IS TRASH!
DON'T TELL HER
TO USE THAT.

YOUR BRAIN IS TRASH.
YOU CAN TWO-TURN THE
FINAL BOSS WITH THE RIGHT
SKILL LOAD OUT.

YEAH, BY
GRINDING UP A BUNCH
OF BLUE MAGIC!

THIS IS WHY
SHELLEY HAS TWO

GIRLFRIENDS AND YOU —".-

ONLY HAVE ONE/ /|

I ONLY
WANT ONE/*

. IT'S FINE.
THAT'S A SHAME. THEY'LL SEE HER

THEY'RE HEADING OUT AND I BEFORE TOO LONG.
FIGURE SHE'D WANT A BUNCH OF I THINK THEY SEE HER
PEOPLE TO TELL HER HOW FUN MORE OFTEN THAN DO YOU
AND COOL SHE WAS TO you DO. THINK THAT BOTHERS
HANG OUT WITH. HER? DOES IT
BOTHER YOU?
IT DOESN'T.
T KNOW YOU HAVE
A WEIRD SCHEDULE.
AND TISL'S NEVER
MENTIONED IT.

SOIFIGETA
BUNCH OF RAKE SCARS
IT WOULD MAKE ME
HOTTER?

IT COULDN'T HURT!

SO\ werr 17 o, BUT, YOU

KNOW WHAT I MEAN.




. T HAVE HEARD OF A
PUBLIC HOUSE.

THAT SHALL
SAVE A LOT OF
EXPLANATION.

| FOUR TABLES, SIXTEEN |
CHAIRS AND
_ SHELVING.

| AREWILLING TO
\  GIVEME.

NOT IN
T LOVE WITH ALL
 THESE TABLES AND
CHAIRS.

WE SHOULD
REPLACE THEM WITH
BOOTHS.

BOOTHS ARE NO ISSUES WITH
MORE FUN. HAVING BOOTHS
INSTEAD.

OH SUDDENLY ALMOST
WEIRD.  THERE'S ALL THIS  LIKE... A DANCE
OPEN SPACE.
YET I FIND
IT DIFFICULT TO
ENVISION HOW MUSIC
COULD FILL THIS

ITISTOC
SMALL FOR A
BAND, YET TOO
LARGE A SPACE
FOR A CELLULAR
TELEPHONE TO
ACCOMMODATE
SONICALLY.

YOU'RE NOT ACTUALLY TRICKING SOMEONE IF YOU'RE
GIVING THEM EXACTLY WHAT THEY WANT.
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AND THEN YOU

INPUT A NUMBER AND § LS

LETTER AND MUSIC
COMES ouT/

ISEE.IFITIS
A PUBLIC MUSIC BOX,
WHY USE COINS?

AH, THIS POINT
HAS BEEN BROUGHT

UP ALREADY.
WHICH OF

US KEEPS THE
COINS?

MO ONE! T'M Gonwa PvT EMIN A DiSH (R4
NEXT o IT! TS |5 SuPPoser To BE A FUN \\ '™
WAY To ENTOY MUSIC ToGETHER BT YOU'RE

ALL A BUNCH £l L-ToY BASTARDS WiO
HAVE CAPITA < _MUHEN UAVE
T EVER A 7/ ves, twould N3 24

= LOVEFORYOU TO
PUT A JUKEBOX

IN MY PUB.
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DON'T WORRY.
I'LL HAVE MY PHONE
ON ME THE WHOLE TIME
AND I'LL ONLY BE BUSY
FOR A FEW HOURS
A NIGHT.

LOOKS LIKE
EVERYTHING'S WHERE
IT OUGHTA BE.

IN THE
MEANTIME
JUST PRACTICE
YOUR SONG.

WHY ARE YOU

A BUNCH OF

BEING SO PARANOID? EVER HEARD NO. IS HENRY THE IV
YOUR CAR SUCKS AND OF DISCRETION, IT GOOD? FANS, T SEE.
THE PEOPLE WHO HATE YOU SHELLEY?

ARE ALWAYS TOO HIGH
TO ENACT REVENGE.

COMPARED
TO PARTS OF
VALORITIS.

KNOWS OR CARES AROUT
SIR JOHN FALSTAFF,
LORI.

FOR WHAT IT'S
WORTH, HE ONLY KEEPS THIS
CAR IN WORKING ORDER
AS PART OF A BET.

AND
YOU'RE FINE
WITH THAT?

IT'S THE
ONLY CAR T'VE
EVER DRIVEN. WHO
KNOWS IF I COULD
FIGURE OUT HOW
ANOTHER ONE
WORKS?
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SAFE/?
THIS IS TH

SIS THE
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IT'S A SHAME THEY
COULDN'T STAY FOR DINNER.
T WAS THINKING OF

S/8 Vi

&

e~

IS THIS A MONSTER
FIGHTING INJURY OR AN
ACCOUNTING INJURY?

You
HEARD
RIGHT!

SO I HEAR
THERE'S GOING TO BE
BARBEQUE?

NEXT TIME: A DETAILED
INVENTORY OF EVERYTHING
WRONG WITH THEM.
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YOU STILL
MOPIN' AROUND
DOWN HERE?

AND T IF T WERE
"MOPING ABOUT," IT WOULD BE
AN APPROPRIATE ACTION. MY LIFE HAS
BEEN TIPPED SIDEWAYS, AND T HAVE

DONE LITTLE TO CORRECT

l THE IMBALANCE.
=

THE BASEMENT
COCK-UP AND
THIS SHELLEY ORDEAL
ARE THE LATEST IN A
SERIES OF PERSONAL
FAILINGS.

WHAT IS THIS
EXPRESSION YOU ARE
ATTEMPTING?

THAT LOOK
PEOPLE GIVE
WHEN SOMEONE
SAYS SOME
SILLY SHIT?

YOU ARE
DOING THE EYEBROWS
WRONG. YOU LOOK
SCARED.

25

COOL. IFYOU
NEED HELP WIRING
ANYTHING LET ME KNOW -
I DON'T CONDUCT
ELECTRICITY.

NO. I AM
WORKING. T
HAVE BEEN
WORKING.

IWOULD
APPRECIATE
L] THAT, THANK

PERHAPS YOU ARE
NOT AWARE, BUT THE AIR
OF PERFECTION THAT I

WHEN ARE
YOU DOING
THAT?!

THEY NEED
TO BE ARCHED IN A
WAVE. LIKE THIS.

OH MY.
THAT IS EVEN
WORSE.

YEAH!
THAT'S WHAT
I WAS GOIN'

ONE UP,
ONE DOWN.

HAD PLENTY OF
PRACTICE.
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HAVE YOU OK, TRUE, BUT IF YOU TRY TO MAKE
EVER HEARD T LIVE SOLELY IT'S NOT AN EXCUSE,  EVERYTHING PERFECT, YOU'LL
"PERFECTION IS WITH PEOPLE WHO IT'S ADVICE. MNEVER FINISH BECAUSE YOU'LL
THE ENEMY OF DO NOT KNOW WHAT ALWAYS BE ABLE TO FIND
THEY ARE DOING AT SOMETHING WRONG.
ANY GIVEN TIME. SO,

YES, OFTEN.
AND YOUR ADVICE

IS"DO NOT TRY?"

NO, IT'S "MAYBE
DON'T RAISE YOUR
CHOLER* ON PURPOSE
AND LEARN TO BE NICE
TO YOURSELF?"

DO YOUR
BEST AND LET
IT REST.

ITAKEIT I CAN BE NICE
THAT THIS IS YOUR WHENEVER T WANT.
ATTEMPT AT BEING NICE. BEING NICE IS IT'S YoU DID
WHAT DO YOU WANT OWN REWARD,

INVITE ME INTO YOUR
> YOU LOSER.
THIS TIME: BEDROOM...

ALTHOUGH...

CAN YOU NOT
TRY TO OFFER AN OUNCE OF
COMPASSION WITHOUT BEING
A BIG HORNY LESBIAN?

NO? I CAN'T
DO ANYTHING WITHOUT
DOING THAT?




27

YOU HAVEN'T SEEN

THIS BEFORE, SO IT LOOKS

BAD, BUT YOU DON'T
HAVE TO WORRY.

THERE'S NO NEED TO

SWEAT THE DETAILS. JUST,
REMEMBER THAT LIFE IS ABOUT
MAKING MISTAKES.

AND LEARNING
FROM THEM?

I MEAN...

aae

SORRY FOR EAVES-
DROPPING, BUT I'M NOT WILD
ABOUT HEARING "LIFE IS ABOUT MAKING
MISTAKES" FROM THE PERSON WHO
DOES MY TAXES.

NOT EVERYTHING IN LIFE IS A LESSON WAITING TO BE LEARNEDR SOMETIMES THINGS JUST HAPPEN.



HUH!/ THIS 1S
WAY MORE BLOOD
THAN LAST TIME.

UH... T DUNNO.
T THINK WEDNESDAY?
MAYBE TUESDAY?

28

ITIS - LAST TIME

'

IT WAS
WEDNESDAY.

OF COURSE

soYou
TOOTED AROUT
GHOSTBUSTERS 2
NINETY TIMES, BUT
NOT ONCE ABOUT
DEXTER ALMOST

T'LL GET
YOUR BLOOD RAG
AND SEE IF WE HAVE

A WARM BEER.

YEAH? T
HADN'T SEEN IT IN
FIFTEEN YEARS, AND
DEXTER ALMOST DYING
DOESN'T HAVE
CHEECH IN IT?




HEY, BEFORE YOU
GO - YOU FILE A CLAIM FOR
THAT GOLD YOU GOT FROM
WISTARE YET?

NEED ANY-

THING ELSE? BESIDES
YOUR RAG, A BEER AND MY
COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL
TAX LAW?

WHO
COULD ASK FOR
MORE?

OH! RIGHT/

TISL'S GONNA SHOW HA.,
YOU SOMETHING, AND INSULT
I NEED A FAVOR. TISL AT YOUR
OWN RISK!

DON'T
WORRY.
T'LL BE NICE
ABOUT IT.

I KNOW THIS
DOESN'T SOUND TRUE, BUT
I'VE BEEN BUSY.

THAT'S FINE, BUT
DON'T SPEND ANY OF
IT BEFORE YOU CLAIMIT.
TRY TO KEEP YOUR BOOKS
IN ORDER FOR ME.

I'LL TRY

NOTTO GO

ANYWHERE

THAT ACCEPT

DUBLOUNS.

I DUNNO?
YOU WANT A
SHIRT?

YOU HAVE
SOMETHING THAT'D
FIT ME?

TECHNICALLY SPEAKING,
THE CLOTHES ON THE COVER OF
ROMANCE NOVELS "FIT."

THAT'D BE

DO NOT SAY
WHAT MOVIE THE THING
YOU'RE SEEING REMINDS
YOU OF.

TISL DOESN'T
WATCH A MOVIE.
SHE WATCHES THE
ENTIRE SERIES.

AND T HAVE
TO WATCHIT
WITH HER.

T'LLTRY TO
- REMEMBER
THAT.

SO.
PLEASE.




30

WOULD YOU MIND
DEXTER'S HOSING OFF THE DRIVE-
HERE. FIGURED THAT'S WAY FOR ME?
WHERE ALL THE BLOOD
CAME FROM,

IDON'T AND WHO
WANT WOLVES KNOWS WHAT THEIR
GETTING A TASTE BLOOD WOULD DO
FOR DEXTER'S TO THE WOLVES.

YOU SHOULD
GET A FAMILIAR
THOUGH.

IF YOU ALMOST
DIE WHEN YOU DANCE, T
CAN'T IMAGINE HOW BADLY
A FIGHT WOULD GO
FOR YOU.

THERE'LL BE
TIMES WE'RE NOT
AROUND EACH OTHER,
AND T WOULD LIKE
TO KNOW THAT
YOU'RE SAFE.

I GUESS,

BUT YOU'RE PASSING
UP A GOOD CHANCE TO
BEFRIEND A PACK
OF WOLVES.

WHERE'S
THIS COMING
FROM?

THAT'S
VERY SWEET,
BUT I DON'T THINK
IT'S REALLY AN




MOST THINGS THAT
WOULD BE A DANGER AROUND HERE
CAN'T GET INTO THE HOUSE WITHOUT
EXPLICIT PERMISSION.

NO. SOME
KINDA LAP DOG
WOULD BE GOOD.
MAYBE A CAT?

OH, NO, I'M
SUPER ALLERGIC
TO CATS.

YOU COULD GET
SOME KINDA FOREST RODENT
THAT COULD PERCH ON

!
YOUR SHOULDER? OH! OR

A BIRD!

I KNOW
SOME GUYS!

AND DO YOU
REALLY THINK A PACK OF
WOLVES WOULD BE A
GOOD FIT FOR ME2

KNOW HOW
MANY OF MY QUEER
FRIENDS WHOSE PLACES
I'VE NEVER BEEN TO
BECAUSE THEY
HAVE CATS?

IT SOUNDS MORE
LIKE YOU WANT ME TO DO
THIS BECAUSE YOU THINK THIS
WOULD BE CUTE NOW. IT CAN
BE BOTH.




IT WAS
MORE HOW
SHE SAID IT.

UNLESS
YOU THINK SHE
WAS FLIRTING
WITH ME...

CANYOU
BELIEVE THAT? SHE
CALLED ME A BIG
HORNY LESBIAN/

YES. I
CAN BELIEVE
THAT.

SHE'S SAD, TISL!

PEOPLE DON'T WANT YOU
BEING HORNY AT THEM WHEN e
THEY'RE SAD/

AND STILL
WAITING ON AN
APOLOGY.

AND POSSIBLY
HUNG OVER.

. ' IF SHE'S

[ SHE DIDN'T
[ SAD BECAUSE SHE DISLIKE CUDDLING
WITH ME. THAT WOULD BE
IMPOSSIBLE, BECAUSE I'M
GREAT AT IT, AND EVERY-

ONE LOVES IT.

WHAT? yOU DON'T

GOT NOTHING
TO APOLOGIZE
FOR.

[ | | CUDDLED WITH YOU,
[ | | SHE SHOULD APOLOGIZE
TO YOU FOR HAVING

BAD TASTE/

IT'LL
PROBABLY
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IT'S - EVEN IF T
DIDN'T DIRECTLY HURT MAYBE IT'S
HER FEELINGS, IT MAY BE A SINKING IN THAT SHE'S
THAT IT MADE HER REALIZE @ STUCK HERE.
THAT SHE'S BEEN HERE LONG [ .
ENOUGH TO HAVE ANY
FEELINGS FOR ANY- e
THING UP HERE. N YOU SHOULDN'T
APOLOGIZE FOR THINGS
YOU AREN'T SORRY ABOUT,
AND DON'T DO IT FOR
THINGS OUT OF YOUR
CONTROL.

SHE'S BARELY
BEEN GIVEN TIME
TO PROCESS ALL
THAT'S HAPPENED
TO HER.

IT'S AN
EMPATHETIC
APOLOGY.

Y'KNOW, A
"SORRY THAT THINGS SHE'S PROBABLY
ARE THE WAY THEY BEEN OVERLOADED THIS
WHOLE TIME AND THIS WAS

ARE" THING.

JUST THE STRAW THAT BROKE
THE CAMEL'S BACK.

AN APOLOGY
AS A COURTESY CAN BE
NICE, SOMETIMES.

OR MAYBE IT'S
MENOPAUSE. p THINK SHE LAYS THAT WOULD
; DEFINITELY HAVE
IF SHE'S MENO- g COME UP IN
PAUSAL IT'S DEFINITELY CONVERSATION
NOT HELPING. " S BY NOW.

I DUNNO

IF HER PEOPLE
MENSTRUATE,
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BUT DIETRIUS IS AN
ALCOHVORE, AND NEEDS IT
AS A BINDING AGENT.

...YEAH, THEORETICALLY T
COULD GET ALL THE VITAMINS, CARBS
AND GLUTEN FROM BREAD...

YOU SURE THEY
AREN'T JUST AN
ALCOHOLIC?

THERE'S
NO REAL WAY OF
KNOWING.

OK, I DON'T THINK
CLANCE LIKES THESE ONES, SO
IT'S PROBABLY FINE TO TAKE
WITHOUT ASKING.

HE SAYS THEY'RE
TOO HOPPY.

NO, I MEAN,
A FROG HOPS.
IT'S A CLUE.

IT HAS A
FROG ON THE

THAT
MAKES
SO MUCH

HE GOTIT

BECAUSE HE
THINKS FROGS
ARE COOL?

YEAH. PRETTY
SURE THAT'S WHY
HE GOT IT.




WHAT ABOUT
BUGS? YOU EAT ARE YOU INSULTING
ME RIGHT NOW OR IS THIS
A GENUINE OFFER?

I FORGET, YOU
HAVE ANY DIETARY
RESTRICTIONS?

SHOCKINGLY,
NO. I DON'T REALLY
CARE FOR RED MEAT
THOUGH.

SURE, T'LL
GIVE IT ATRY.

THISIS A
LITTLE WEIRD, BUT
IT FEELS LIKE IT'S
WORKING OUT.

T INVITED DEXTER
FOR DINNER BECAUSE THEY
WERE STABBED, NOT FOR YOU
TO LOOK LIKE YOU'RE GOING
TO ASK THEM OUT AND
NOT DO IT. AGAIN.

YOU NEED TO
USE WAY MORE
LIGHTER FLUID
THAN THAT.

IT WON'T
STAY LIT WITH
THAT MUCH.

IT HAS TO \
BURN FOR AT LEAST

HALF AN HOUR BEFORE
IT'S HOT ENOUGH
TO COOK.

IT STARTS THE
FIRE. THAT'S GOOD

IF YOU REFUSE
TO HARNESS THE
INCREDIBLE POWER
OF FIRE, THEN
I WILL.



HEY DEX,
I FORGET. YOU LIKE
SWORDS, RIGHT?

IDON'T
"LIKE
SWORDS."

THEY
ARE THE
INSTRUMENT
WITH WHICH I
PLAY THE SONG
OF JUSTICE.

OH YEAH?
WELL LISTEN
TO THIS.

YOU NEED A LOT OF IT, AND IT'D
BE DANGEROUS TO RELEASE THAT MUCH
BLOOD DAILY, BUT THE ANSWER WAS
O OBVIOUS THIS WHOLE TIME.

D S THIS WHOLE TIME.__

WHAT ISIT, TISL?  TISL... " waar

I ALREADY
MADE ONE
FOR YOU!

YOU CAN'T BE
DOING THIS WITHOUT HARD-
WIRING TO YOUR BODY,

CAN YOU?

I WAS
TINKERING WITH THE
MATERIALIZATION MATRIX
OF MY WING BLADES
AND REALIZED...

THE GENETIC
SIGNATURE IT USES
DOESN'T HAVE TO BE
INSIDE YOU.

IT ONLY HAS
TOSTILL BE
ALIVE, AND HAVE
BEEN INSIDE

YOU AT ALL!
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IT'S USING THE
SPIRITUAL POWER OF PISSTO
MANIFEST A BLADE.

IT'S PISS, ISN'T IT2 'S NOT
YOU MADE A SWORD MADE OF
OUT OF PISS. PISS.

ANY

THINK OF
IT ASYOUR

DICKHEAD SOUL'S PISS.
WITH A FREEZER
COULD MAKE A THE PISS OF
SWORD ouTt

YOUR HEART'S

PEESWORD
FIELD TESTS, AND
SHELLEY DOESN'T
WANT ME FIGHTING
RANDOS IN THE
FOREST WITH A
PEESWORD.

T'LLTRY IT OUT,
BUT COULD WE CALL OH, THAT
IT ANYTHING BESIDES SOUNDS COOL.
"PEESWORD?" : WHAT DOES
IT MEAN?

THAT'S SILLY.
THE URA NAGE IS A
JUDO THROW.

I'M RUSTY,
BUT THAT SHOULD
BE A PORTMANTAEU
IN GREEK.

AS LONG AS OTHER
PEOPLE DON'T KNOW
WHAT IT MEANS, T GUESS
THAT'S FINE.

"SWORD
OF PISS."
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MY BROTHER
T WISH T KNEW IS THE ONLY ONE
WHY SO MANY OF MY WITH DIRECT ACCESS AND
BELONGINGS HAVE BEEN 21 I CANNOT IMAGINE HIM
NEEDING MY RICKETY

REMOVED FROM
STORAGE. OLD BED FRAME.

NO, NO, NO
FLIRSTIVAL!

MY COLLEGE
TEXTBOOKS ON
CITY PLANNING WOULD NOT
HAVE ANY USE ON THE
SURFACE, AND EVEN BELOW
THEY ARE HOPELESSLY
OUTDATED.

BUT THEY
ARE MINE. THE ONLY

EXPLANATION...

TAKE THE DUST
JACKETS OFF. THAT MAKES
THEM LOCK CLASSIER

AND WELL READ.

PLUS IT MAKES
THE TITLES HARDER
TO READ.

T WANT
PEOPLE TO
BE IMPRESSED,
NOT ASKING
QUESTIONS.

IF THAT IS
THE CASE, IT IS JUST
AS WELL.

THAT IS ALL
THEY WOULD BE
DOING HERE.

YES, YOUR
MAJESTY,

AT LEAST HE'S NOT TURNING THEM SPINE IN. PON'T PO THAT TO BOOKS. IT'S DISRESPECTFUL.
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STRANGE - A NEW
ENTRY IN YOUR STORAGE
MATRIX THE DAY I WAS SENT TO
THE SURFACE: FOURTY GALLONS
OF WATER.

THAT IS HE CLEARLY DID
RIGHT, MY LITTLE NOT PAY ANY ATTENTION
BUDDY BOUDY TO THE LECTURE THE XENO-
ENGINEERS GAVE US ABOUT THE
VARIOUS FUNCTIONS

THEY MUST HAVE
THOUGHT THEY WERE
DESTROYING MY
PROPERTY.

YOU POSSESS.

WHICH...
THAT IS NOT
HOW YOU WORK.
THEY SIMPLY GAVE ME
FOURTY GALLONS
OF WATER.

I WISH TISL HAD
DONE THIS TO YOU WHEN WE WERE
BACK HOME, SO YOU COULD KNOW HOW
MUCH OF A CLOWN AMONGST JESTERS
MY FOOL BROTHER IS.

OK, ALL YOUR

ORDERS ARE SET FOR
THE DAY. T KNOW YOU'LL
DO A GOOD JOB.

AW! LOOKATCHA!

YOU BE A BUSY

YER JES SO PUMPED BOY FOR YOUR WISHY,
TEH GET TEH WORK I HAFTA GET SOME
AINCHA! GRUB IN ME.

WHO'S PROGRAMMED TO BE A GOOP BOY?
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YEP! THEY
GOSSIP ABOUT FOREST

IT'S NICE THAT
TISL HAS SOMEONE

TISL AND STUFF AND SWORDS TO TALK TO ABOUT THAT
DEXTER ARE ALL THE TIME. STUFF WITH BECAUSE ALL T
FRIENDS? CAN OFFER ABOUT IT

IS "HUH" AND
Ilwow-ll

IS THERE
ANY WAY TO MAKE
THE BEAM NOT BE
YELLOW?

OH, IT'S NOT
BECAUSE IT'S PISS.
IT'S SOMETHING

SHELLEY TRY A
PROTOTYPE AND
HER BLADE WAS
PURPLE.

NOT SURE
WHY. MAYBE IT

MANIFESTS A COLOR
BASED ON YOUR

MAGIC IS EQUAL
PARTS COOL, SILLY AND
TOTALLY ARBITRARY.

HA! T'LL HAVE
TO REMEMBER THAT.
NICE AND TO
THE POINT.
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WELL, DEXTER
IS HERE ALL THE TIME,
SO THAT HELPS.

I'D GUESS DEXTER
KIND OF LIVES HERE, BUT
THEY'VE NEVER ASKED TO
COME INSIDE, AND THEY DON'T
SLEEP, SO I DON'T KNOW

IF THEY REALLY LIVE
ANYWHERE?

WOULDN'T'VE
GUESSED.

HEY
DEX, WEIRD
QUESTION-

DO YOU LIVE,
UH, ANYWHERE?

I USE MY
MOM'S HOUSE AS MY
PERMANENT ADDRESS, BUT
I REALLY ONLY STOP
BY MONDAYS AND

THURSDAYS.

REALLY?

IF YOU'RE
OFFERING,
SURE!

YOU'RE AROUND
PRETTY OFTEN, AND YOU
OWN A GARAGE , SO WHY
NOT LIVE HERE?

IT MEAN, T
ALREADY DRINK BEER
HALF-NAKED ON YOUR
LAWN, AFTER ALL.

THAT IS, IF
JESS DOESN'T BURN
THE HOUSE DOWN IN
THE NEXT TEN
MINUTES.




WOW, YOU'RE SO
GOOD AT HOSING BLOOD
OFF STUFF/

BELIEVE IT OR
NOT, I'M JUST A
HOBBYIST/

OF COURSE!
TISL IS THE BEST AT
EVERYTHING!

NO! BACK THEN
YOU DIDN'T HAVE
TO CLEAN IT UP.

C'MON. YOU'RE 45.
STOP ACTING LIKE A SULLEN
TEEN AND TELL ME.

YOU HEARD US ON
THE RADIO YESTERDAY,
I TAKE IT?

YOU LOOK
FORLORN, SOMETHING
HAPPEN?

NO. I GOT
ENCHANTED BY A GNOME
FOR HELPING THEM OUT OF A
BEAR TRAP. SO I JUST KNOW
HOW OLD PEOPLE ARE. IT'S
NOT THAT USEFUL.

THE
ONGOING
CONSENSUS
|S IINO_ "

IF YOU NEED
HELP SYNCHING YOUR
BIRTHDAY TO OUR
CALENDAR, IT'S
SEPTEMBER TTH.

IT WAS
LAST MONTH. IT
WAS NOT HARD TO
FIGURE OUT.

I SHARED
A BED WITH
SHELLEY.

NO,
SOMNIALLY.

SEXUALLY?

THAT MEANS
WE SLEPT IN
THE SAME BED.

OH, WELL.
THAT'S FINE.
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OK, SO WERE
YOU BIG SPOON OR
LITTLE SPOON?

TOWARDS
THE WALL CR
THE OPEN?

YEAH, I
FIGURED.

I HAVE THE

ARE YOU IMPRESSION THAT
FORMULATING YOU SEEM INTERESTED IN
SOMETHING OR ARE YOU TISL AND/OR SHELLEY LET US PUT

THAT ASIDE FOR
NOW-T AM IN NO
POSITION TO ATTEMPT
A RELATIONSHIP WITH
THE PEOPLE GIVING
ME SHELTER.

ASKING DETAILS FOR &
NO REASON?

ROMANTICALLY.

FROM A
STRICTLY PRACTICAL
STANDPOINT, GOING OUT
WITH THEM COULD HAVE
MORE ADVANTAGES
THAN NOT.

OH! YOU'RE
WORRIED ABOUT
BEING THROWN
OUT AGAIN.

IS THAT THE
SAME AMAZING LOGIC
THAT LEAD TO YOU BEING
CUT THROUGH 80% OF
YOUR INTESTINES?

YES? OF
COURSE? IS THAT
TOO PRACTICAL
FOR YOU?

IT'S THE
LOGIC THAT
STOPPED IT
FROM GOING AN
ADDTIONAL




LET US IMAGINE FOR A
MOMENT THAT I DO HARBCOR
AFFECTION FOR SHELLEY. IT WOULD
STILL REQUIRE FULL POLYCULE
COMPLIANCE.

YOU THINK
TISL WOULD
SAY "NO?"

/7 YES. OF COURSE. N\
(' How many Jessicas )
\_DO YOU KNOW? _J/

MY GRADUATING
CLASS OF 250 HAD
26 JESSICAS.

( atis
\_STRANGE. )

/  THAVE
 NEVER GOTTEN
| ALONG WITH
\_ ONE

\\ EXCEPTION. J

YOU'RE
READING
INTO THE

CAMPAIGN

I-I MEAN. I SEE
NO REASON WHY SHE WOULD.
T WAS REFERRING TO JESSICA. WE
HAVE BEEN AT ODDS SINCE WE
MET YESTERDAY.

JESSICA IS THAT
JESSICA?

LIVE FOR WO

T KNOW OF. /A
===—>3  THEY HAVEBEEN

f DATING SHELLEY ASLONG Y
| AS TISL HAS,* LIVE NEXT DOOR, }

YET I ONLY MET THEM
YESTERDAY.

WHAT'S WE ARE

p‘g[):f? DIAMETRICALLY
N . OPPOSED,

EMOTIONALLY

ARE YOU SURE
THEY HAVE A PROBLEM

WELL...

WITH YOU AND NOT
THE OTHER WAY  Jf THEY AREA
AROUND? \ POLITICIAN. J

- X

THEY'RE NO
POLITICIAN - THEY'RE  THEY ASSUME
A WRESTLER. THEY CAN USE
THOSE SKILLS IN
ANY CONTEST
THEY CONSIDER
FIXED.

TRY TO
GIVE THEM A
CHANCE WHILE
THEY FIGURE
THEMSELVES
OUT.

THIS IS, OF
COURSE, ASSUMING
I HARBOR AFFECTION
FOR SHELLEY AND
TISL.
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A LITTLE LATER

HEY, WE'RE BACK.
WE REALIZED THAT WE'RE
TOO OLD AND WEAK TO
CAMP IN OCTOBER FOR
THREE DAYS.

SO YOU HIT
YOUR LIMIT WITH
AMY'S KIDS?

NO!/IT'S
COLD!

HOW MANY
LESBIANS DID YOU
BRING BACK WITH
you?

WE DO
KIND OF KNOW
A LOT OF GAY
PEOPLE, HUH?

HEY,
CONGRATS/

ALL THE QUEER
PEOPLE IN TOWN KNOWING
AND LIKING EACH OTHER
ISN'T THAT WEIRD.

HEY, T MAY KNOW
ALL OF 'EM, BUT I DON'T
LIKE ALL OF 'EM.



WISTARE SAID
YOU CAN TELL PEOPLE'S
BIRTHDAY.

SHELLEY WHAT WOULD
BE THE MOST FUN BIRTHDAY,
DECEMBER 5™, SEPTEMBER 11™
OR APRIL 12™2

DECISIVE.
T LIKE IT. APRIL
TWELTHITIS.

SPROUTED
626 YEARS AGO
ON APRIL 121%

LEFT YOUR TREE
612 YEARS AGO ON
...AND BECAME DECEMBER 5
PART MUSHROOM
ON SEPTEMBER 11*
600 YEARS AGO.

YOUDIDN'T T WAS BORN
R BEFORE YOUR
RTHDAY? PRECIOUS GREGORIAN
CALENDAR WAS
INVENTED/

AKA BIG GREG'S DATE-O-RAMA
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T HAVE NOTICED
THAT, DESPITE VISUAL
CUES THAT THEY CAN BE
OPENED, MANY WINDOWS
ARE SEALED SHUT. TO
WHAT END WAS
THIS DONE?

A QUICK
QUESTION AROUT
THIS HOUSE'S
CONSTRUCTION,
IF I MAY.

SURE, I'LL
ANSWER IF T
CAN.

CHILD-
PROOFING,
T THINK.

INTERESTING.
HOW OFTEN MUST A
CHILD INVASION BE
WARDED OFF?

WE HAVE A PILL
FOR THAT NOW.

IT HAS BEEN
NOTED.

I WAS MAKING
A JOKE. T UNDERSTAND
YOUR HOMESTEAD IS NOT
BESIEGED BY FERAL
CHILDREN.
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NO, NOT A GIRL
WHO IS A HORSE, A
HORSE GIRL.

A HORSE GIRL SHE WANTS
DOESN'T WANT TO THE HORSE TO

MARRY AHORSE.  TRANSFORM INTO A
BEAUTIFUL MAN AND
THEN MARRY HIM.

...BUT A HORSE
IS SO MUCH BIGGER
THAN A HUMAN. IT'D
CRUSH HER.

OH! WISTARE.
WHAT DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT HORSES?

SEEMS LIKE
A MEAN THING
TODOTOTHE

LET ME
THINK...

T KNOW THAT
THEY GIVE ME
HEARTBURN.

AND ALL THOSE
THAT MADE IT TO THE
CITY APPEARED TO DIE OF
CONFUSION, WHICH T
DID NOT THINK WAS
POSSIBLE.

HORSES'LL
DO THAT.

WHO CARES
ABOUT FANCYLAD C-RATE
DONKEYS? T HAVE A BETTER
QUESTION FOR HER:

WHAT ABOUT
you?

WELL. KIND OF,
BUT NOT IN A WAY
THAT SOMEONE WOULD
WANT TO EAT.

WELL NOT
NOONETI..I
DON'T WANT TO
EXPLAIN THIS IF
IDONT
HAVETO.

R-REALLY?
THAT IS A GENUINE
SURPRISE.
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\ ANYWAY, e!
YOU DELIVER

HERE'S YOUR
Ni¢+§2||§|r DILDO. ON WEEKENDS
, NOW?

HEY DEX,
SOMEONE HEARD
WHAT THEY OWE IN
QUARTERLY TAXES,
I TAKE IT?

I GUESS

, THAT'S WHY

YOU'RE STILL
ALIVE.

I DON'T DELIVER HERE
AT ALL NORMALLY, BUT THIS
PACKAGE IS FROM ME.

MOST OF THESE'LL
WORK, BUT SOME OF
THESE LOOK LIKE THEY
RUN YELLOW.

USE THEM
FOR BACKSTAGE
AND LOCATION
SHOTS.

YEAH, T GUESS
THAT'D PROBABLY ’
BE FINE.

SORRY THIS
ISN'T MEETING
THE EXACTING
STANDARDS OF
PUPPET
TOKUSATSU.

PUPPET-

Y'KNOW, SHOWS NOT SUPER-

WITH RANGERS WHO  MARIONATION, WHICH
ARE POWERED. BUT |5 FOR DISGUSTING
PUPPETS. PERVERTS.

THIS IS
ALMOST THE SAME
SET-UP.

TACO-WHAT

DOI
WANT TO KNOW
MORE?

NO, BUT THE
JOB I HAD BEFORE
MOVING BACK WAS
EDITING COLONEL
LOSSLE'S COLOSSAL

YEAH, WE FILMED 'IT'LL
180 EPISODES INASIX  AIRIT'S SERIES WORRY. I'M
MONTH HELL SCHEDULE. T  FINALE FOUR NOT GETTING

HAVEN'T WORKED ON YEARS FROM RESIDUALS.

IT SINCE APRIL. NOW.
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WHAT ARE WE'LL SEE/ T
YOU PREPARING THE NEXT 3CP DON'T KNOW HOW TO
FOR? SHOW. I'M DIRECTING IT, OPERATE ONE CAMERA,
TECHNICALLY. MUCH LESS TWELVE AT
THE SAME TIME.

YOU COULD SAY
THAT I'M THE TECHNICAL
DIRECTOR.

I DON'T WANT A BUNCH
OF JOCK THEATER KIDS TO
BEAT ME UP BECAUSE THEY'RE
MAD AT ME.

IF YOU WANT MY

OPINION- AND YOU'RE I THINK GIVING
GETTING IT EITHER WAY SO YOURSELF AN ULCER OVER
JUST PRETEND THAT THE CINEMATOGRAPHY OF
YOU DO- A WRESTLING SHOW
IS ABSURD.

IT'S STILL
GONNA BE ON

A /
@) ¥
\ HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL GAMES.

; WHO CARES?

WHAT ARE
THE OLD PHONES
FOR?

T'VE BEEN WAITING TO TELL AN EIGHTEENTH PERSON ABOUT THIS!



IGOT AMODEST
BUDGET TO IMPLEMENT A

NEW SET-UP. MOST OF IT

WENT TO GRABBING ALL
THE OLD PHONES WE COULD
FIND AT LOCAL RESELLERS
AND PAWN SHOPS.

SEE, A BIG SELLING
POINT FOR HIGH-END SMART
PHONES IS THAT THEY HAVE TWO
TO FOUR FILM-QUALITY
CAMERAS IN THEM.

BUT/ CAMERAS
BREAKING ISN'T
THE REASON PEOPLE
REPLACE THEM - THEY'RE
USUALLY IN GOOD
CONDITION/!

IS THIS WHY
MY BROTHER HAS BEEN
HANGING OUT AT THE
DUMP?

ALL HE

NEEDS FOR THAT IS

AN EXCUSE.

THAT DOESN'T
MEAN T WANT YOU TO
GIVE HIM ONE.

WE HAVE CAMERAS
SET-UP TO COVER AS MUCH AS
WE NEED, AND FOR EVERYTHING

ELSE WE HAVE A HANDHELD
OPERATOR.

YOU'RE ONLY
COVERING HALF
THE ARENA.

I DON'T LIKE
BREAKING THE 180
DEGREE RULE*, EVEN IF
IT'S SEMI-ACCEPTABLE
FOR SPORTS.

SO I MADE
IT SO IT ISN'T
AN OPTION/

LU$ HELPS THE ALTIE
RES A SMALL MENTA

T EASIER WITH
ECENTER.

THE CAMERAS
ARE WIRED

bl TO A RECIEVER...

S
®

WHICH IS
CONTROLLED BY THE
ASHBLASTER 2000 BY
ASHTREE TECHTRONICS.

WHICH SENDS THEM
TO A WORK STATION...

/

IT'S BEAUTIFUL
AND CHARMING CREATOR
DESIGNED A CONTROL
PANEL THAT ALLOWS
ME SET-UP A LIVE DRAFT
EDIT THAT I CAN FINESSE
LATER, OR CHANGE
COMPLETELY!

BY THE WAY I PUT A BUNCH OF PROJECTOR SCREENS IN YOUR GARAGE.
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IF I GET
CONFIDENT ENOUGH
WITH MY LIVE DRAFTS, THEY

AND YOU KEPT
THE RECIEPTS FROM THOSE

PHONES, WHICH ARE A \
-\ DON'T HAVE TO BE DRAFTS. WE
BUSINESS EXPENSE? THEY'RE... COULD RUN STREAMING

EVENTS.

STREAMING? YOU REALLY
THINK THERE'S A WORLD-WIDE AUDIENCE
FOR A BUNCH OF 30 YEAR OLD NOBODIES
PLAY FIGHTING IN A BARN IN NORTH-
WESTERN ILLINOIS?

THE ONLY WRESTLING
I WATCH IS FILMED IN AN OLD
DENTISTS OFFICE IN JAPAN, SO
I MIGHT NOT BE THE RIGHT
PERSON TO ASK.

OR AREYOU
WORRIED ABOUT YOUR
BROTHER EMBARASSING
HIMSELF?

KIND OF2 LOOK, NELL'S NOT WHAT?/
GRE.AT, BUT HE'S FINE. HE . LEO'S THE
WON'T SHAME YOUR FAMILY BEST. DON'T

OR ANYTHING. WORRY ABOUT

I MEANT
LEONARDO.

\ ~ . Ve \

BAD NEWS: T WATCH AEW NOW, SO THE REFERENCES TO WRESTLING ARE ONLY GOING TO GET WORSE AND
MORE SPECIFIC FROM NOW ON.
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BEFORE YOU GO,
DO EITHER OF YOU HAPPEN
TO KNOW HEBREW?

I KNOW ENOUGH
TO FAKE MY WAY THROUGH A
BAT MITZVAH BUT IT WOULDN'T
HELP ANYWAY.

THE SPELL
IS FOUR LINES AND
DOESN'T NEED TO
BE PRECISE.

MY FAMILY IS
CATHOLIC. T ONLY
KNOW MY LAST NAME
MIGHT BE HEBREW
BECAUSE JULIE
TOLD ME.*

SPELLS NEED
ANCIENT TONGUES. THE
HEBREW MOST FOLKS YOU'D
BE ABLE TO FIND KNOW IS
NEWER THAN AMERICAN
ENGLISH.

THERE'S LIKELY
BIG DIFFERENCES IN
SYNTAX, GRAMMAR AND

PRONUNCIATION.
DON'T RISK IT.

YEAH, TISL
SAID THE SAME THING
ABOUT GREEK.

YOU MAY JUST
WANNA EMAIL SOMEONE
WHO KNOWS LATIN.

BUT THEY'RE
ALL NERDS.

I'M OUT-OF-PRACTICE, BUT
I'M PRETTY SURE IT'S NOT KOSHER EVENIF I COULD
TO PROVIDE AN INCANTATION FOR FIGURATIVELY, IF FIND SOMEONE WHO KNOWS

A BLOOD RITUAL?

NOT LITERALLY. YIDDISH OR ANCIENT HEBREW
? I DOUBT THEY'D HELP.

HOW I THOUGHT
WOULD  yo; weRE BANNED FROM BEING
YOUFIND )| REPUTABLE HOLY  THAT YOU'RE AN
THEM? ESTABLISHMENTS. ABOMINATION
AND ALL.

WELL, YOU PEOPLE HATE
KNOW HOW ABOMINATIONS UNTIL
ITIS. THEY NEED SOMETHING
ABOMINABLE.

FIMORNING'S PEW," ACCORPING TO BABY NAME WEBSITES. I ORIGINALLY TYPED A REAL-SOUNPING ..AST NAME BEFORE RESEARCH
AND ONLY LOOKED IT UP BEFORE PUBLISHING THE FIRST CHAPTER. IT ALSO MEANS "SOMETIMES" IN ITALIAN AND "CHUBBY" IN BASGLE.
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OH!
SHELLEY -

I KNOW THIS IS SUDDEN,
BUT WE'RE GONING TO GET
MARRIED TONIGHT

THEN WE'RE HAVING
DINNER WITH JULIE AND GEX,
AND AFTER THAT WE'RE HITTING
THE ROAD. WE'LL BE BACK
ON THE 3RD.

DON'T
BLOW UP THE
HOUSE.

AW, YOU'RE NOT
STAYING FOR DINNER?
I MADE FOOD FOR
NINE PEOPLE.

YOU ALWAYS
MAKE FOOD FOR
NINE PEOPLE.

I THOUGHT
IT WAS FINALLY
PAYING OFF.

OH! CONGRATS/

MY CONDOLENCES
ABOUT THANKSGIVING. WE'RE TRYING
NOT TO THINK

ABOUTIT.

MARRIED? T
THOUGHT THAT
WAS IN APRIL.

OK, FINE.
BLOW UP SOME
OF THE HOUSE, BUT
LEAVE MY COUCH

IGOTALOT OF PTO
THAT'S EXPIRING AT THE END OF
THE YEAR, AND WE'RE BOTH TIRED
OF OUR FAMILIES TRYING TO
RUN OUR WEDDING, SO WE
DECIDED TO ELOPE.

YEAH, AND T
HAVE SOME TIME
OFF TOO.

WANT METO
BOX SOME UP FOR
YOUR TRIP?
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T HAD A GREAT
T HAVE TIME THIS WEEKEND,
TO HEAD OUT  snp T CAN'T WAIT 'TIL
NOW,TOO. 1 GEr BACK SO WE
CAN DO IT AGAIN!

T'LL BE BACK FOR
THE KARAOKE CONTEST, AND
THEN WE HAVE FOUR SHOWS ON
HALLOWEEN ITSELF THE NEXT
DAY IN CHICAGO?

CHIO AND
MICHIGAN? NESS
AND T ARE DOING
THE MIDWESTERN
HALLOWEEN
CIRCUIT?
40 SHOWS IN
11 DAYS?

I DIDN'T
TELL YOU?

THE LAST SHOW
IS MY FIRST PAY PER VIEW?
JESTERS IN SATAN'S SERVICE
IS HOSTING?

YOU'RE POSITIVE
I HAVEN'T MENTIONED THIS
A MILLION TIMES?

PROMOTE
YOUR WORK MORE
AND THIS WON'T BE
AN ISSUE.

SOMETIMES I
THINK SOMETHING
SO MUCH THAT I

ASSUME T'VE SAID IT

OUT LOUD.

UGH, T HATE SELF-
PROMOTION. PEOPLE SHOULD
BE MORE EXCITED ABOUT MY
WORK SO I DON'T HAVE
TODOIT.

BUT, YEAH,
T'LL BE GONE FOR A
COUPLE WEEKS.



IT FINALLY
HAPPENED.
ALL THE
RESPONSIBLE
PEOPLE ARE

HEY, WHAT YOU WERE
ABOUT ME? ALMOST CUT
IN HALF EIGHT

OURS AGO! ‘ 777 \

/' PARDON THE |
\  INTRUSION... )

WHILE DIGGING
A BATHING PIT, (N WHAT DO
BOUDROIT UNCOVERED ] _ YOU THINK
THIS MYSTERIOUS P ) IT MEANS?
STONE BOX.

NEXT TIME: PROBABLY NOTHING!

MAYBE THEY MISSPELLED "PONUT/"
WE SHOULD OPEN IT RIGHT AWAY!












